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By extending federal election law, as it 

does, my bill makes sure that persons em-
ployed in federal or territorial government of-
fices are barred from using their official au-
thority to interfere with the nomination or elec-
tion process for any federal office and penal-
izes those who do. 

By extending federal election law, as it 
does, my bill gives voters assurance that their 
votes will not be diluted with votes cast by 
persons using false information to register or 
identify themselves at the polling place, just as 
federal law assures voters in the rest of Amer-
ica. 

My bill simply adds the Northern Mariana Is-
lands and other U.S. territories to those parts 
of the law where we are not included, in the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, for example, and in 
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971. 

Each and every Member of Congress from 
each and every State abides by and is pro-
tected by these same laws. I believe that 
Members of Congress from the non–State 
areas and their constituents must abide by the 
same standards and deserve these same 
safeguards in their elections for federal office. 

I urge my colleagues to support this meas-
ure. 
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HONORING FORMER MONROE 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER JERRY 
STEELE 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 6, 2013 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with sad-
ness that I rise to note the recent passing of 
a longtime community leader and public serv-
ant, former Monroe County Commissioner 
Jerry Steele. Commissioner Steele was 85. 

A lifelong resident of Beatrice, Alabama, 
Commissioner Steele graduated from Beatrice 
High School in 1946. He only left for a few 
years to attend Auburn University from which 
he graduated in 1951. Jerry loved Beatrice so 
much that he often told his friends, ‘‘If you 
need me, you can always find me in Beatrice. 
I never intended to move until I move to the 
cemetery.’’ 

Jerry’s love for Monroe County was dem-
onstrated in his many contributions to the 
community. A supporter of local education, he 
founded Monroe Academy in 1970, and 
served as Board Chairman for eight years. 

He was a dedicated member of the busi-
ness community as well. He organized F. S. 
Steele Timber Company and later Hines, 
Steele and Steele, Inc. in 1969. He was Vice- 
President of Peoples Exchange Bank and a 
former member of the Alabama Cattleman’s 
Association. 

He was first elected to public office in the 
1950’s when he served on the Beatrice City 
Council. In 1964, he was elected to the Mon-
roe County Commission, a position he held for 
24 years. While a commissioner, he earned a 
reputation as an honest and dependable lead-
er and a devoted shepherd of the people’s 
business. He also had a well-known sense of 
humor. According to the Monroe Journal, Jerry 
possessed a wit that seems particularly appro-
priate in today’s political climate. He once 
said, ‘‘I’m telling you the sorriest administrator 
of money is a government office, and that in-
cludes us.’’ 

Jerry was a Charter member of the Beatrice 
Community Church and a member of the Bea-
trice Baptist Church. He taught Sunday 
School, served as a Deacon, and held many 
other offices in each church throughout the 
years. 

An avid sportsman, Jerry loved hunting and 
fishing with his children and grandchildren, 
who were the joys of his life. 

On behalf of the people of south Alabama, 
I wish to extend my heartfelt condolences to 
his wife, Patricia; their two sons, David and 
Harvel; their seven grandchildren, two great- 
grandchildren and their many relatives. You 
are all in our thoughts and prayers. 
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INTRODUCING THE INVASIVE FISH 
AND WILDLIFE PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2013 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 6, 2013 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to rise today to introduce the Invasive Fish 
and Wildlife Prevention Act. This legislation 
significantly strengthens the ability of federal 
regulators to make rapid, science-based deci-
sions on whether non-native fish or wildlife 
species pose a risk to ecosystems within the 
United States and cause economic damage or 
threaten public health. 

Invasive species are a persistent and costly 
thorn in the side of the American taxpayer. In 
Fiscal Years 2010 and 2011, the federal budg-
et allocated approximately $120 million to con-
trol the Asian carp. Meanwhile the U.S. is 
spending tens of millions more dollars to con-
trol other invaders, such as wetland-destroying 
nutria and two python species established in 
south Florida. 

Yet, federal regulators are frequently slow to 
respond to emerging threats. Invasive species 
are currently regulated by the Lacey Act, a 
112-year-old law that gives the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) only limited power to 
declare non-native animals as ‘‘injurious’’ and 
prohibit their importation and interstate sales. 
In fact, it takes the FWS an average of four 
years to officially list a species as injurious 
and take appropriate action. Experts and inter-
ested parties repeatedly describe this regu-
latory approach as reactive and ineffective. 

Alternatively, the Invasive Fish and Wildlife 
Prevention Act would give the FWS stream-
lined authority to prevent invasions using mod-
ern scientific approaches. The bill also creates 
a category of ‘‘Injurious II’’ species, which are 
not suited as private pets or aquarium spe-
cies, but can be held safely by qualified zoos, 
aquaria, research facilities and other institu-
tions without any need for a Federal permit. 
This exemption is broader than current law, 
which requires a Federal permit for trans-
actions in all listed species, a requirement that 
is becoming unworkable as more animals are 
listed. 

We must take critical steps now to prevent 
the next Asian carp, Burmese python, or red 
lionfish crisis. These destructive invaders will 
continue to come into our country via 
globalized trade until Congress steps in to 
make a difference. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this important legislation. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 28, 2013 

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the Violence Against Women Reauthor-
ization Act. This is important legislation to help 
protect women and families from domestic vio-
lence. I have long championed the rights of 
crime victims, especially women. So I am glad 
we are passing this legislation today, and that 
it will soon become law. This will ensure we 
continue our efforts to address the issue of vi-
olence against women from a variety of an-
gles, including prevention, intervention, and 
prosecution. 

Today I want to address specific aspects of 
Title XII of this Act, entitled ‘‘Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection.’’ 

Human trafficking is an egregious offense 
against human dignity that oppresses tens of 
millions of people around the world, and dis-
proportionately victimizes women and girls. 
But even those jarring statistics can obscure 
the depressing reality: the harm of trafficking 
is probably most clearly seen in the eyes of a 
girl who is being robbed of her freedom, her 
youth, and her hope for the unjust benefit of 
someone else. 

As Chairman of the Committee of primary 
jurisdiction for the original Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA) and the three 
subsequent reauthorization statutes, I am 
proud of the strong, bipartisan role that the 
Foreign Affairs Committee and the Congress 
have played in the global fight against mod-
ern-day slavery over the past 13 years. 

Title XII of the bill before us today extends 
and amends those anti-trafficking authorities 
with language that was not considered under 
regular order by House committees. I rise to 
register my concern with certain sections that 
normally would fall within Foreign Affairs juris-
diction, because I do not want that language 
to harm the important work already being 
done by the Department of State, and particu-
larly its Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons, known as the ‘‘TIP Office.’’ 

While our limited resources must be put to 
their best uses, I don’t understand why the 
Senate has slashed funding for the TIP Office, 
in contrast to the funding increases elsewhere 
in Title XII. That is a mistake. I just hope it is 
not a mistake that is fatal to the integrity and 
vitality of anti-trafficking efforts at the Depart-
ment of State. Within State, the TIP Office has 
been the Congressionally-authorized anchor 
that has kept trafficking advocacy and the an-
nual tier rankings from being subordinated to 
the usual pressures of bilateral diplomacy. 
That is, the frequent temptation for the State 
Department to compromise our human traf-
ficking concerns for interests perceived, and 
often misperceived, as being more important 
than pressing another country on this crime 
against humanity. This bill weakens the hand 
of the TIP Office. 

Section 1201 of the bill directs the regional 
bureaus at the State Department to develop 
annual, country-specific anti-trafficking goals 
and objectives in cooperation with the TIP Of-
fice. With its deep expertise in implementing 
and assessing interventions to combat modern 
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